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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 43-60 are pending. This action is in response to Applicant's response 
received on Jan. 1 . 2005. In view of the new art presented. Taylor (US 6,292,830). 
Applicant's arguments are moot. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 43-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huberman (5.826,244) and further in view of Taylor et al. US (6,292,830). 
CLAIMS: 

43. (New) A method for transacting multi-party electronic commerce over a network, 
comprising: 

creating a plurality of atomic offers associated with a plurality of suppliers;/col 9, L 55- 
66; col 7, L 3-15 

creating a plurality of hierarchical offers based on the plurality of atomic offers, the 

plurality of hierarchical offers including: ^ 

at least one first-level offer including at least one of the plurality of atomic offers,/col 3, L 
1-14; col 9, L 55-66; col 10. L 36-61; col 7, L 3-15 

Huberman discloses at least one second-level offer including the first-level offer/col 3,L 
1-14; col 10, L 35-61; col 10, L 42-47. However, Huberman does not disclose at least 
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one of the plurality of atomic offers not included within the first-level offer. 

Official notice is taken that this feature of at least one of the plurality of atomic 
offers not included within the first-level offer is old and well known in the auction art. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to implement this feature of at least one of the plurality of atomic offers not 
included within the first-level offer for the advantage of lowering the average cost of the 
product by including at least one first-level offer. 

creating at least one counter offer associated with a consumer;/ col 4, L 4-44; coM 1 , L 
11-15; col 9. L 55-66 

storing the plurality of atomic offers, the plurality of hierarchical offers and the counter 
offer in a memory;/fig 1(101) 

Huberman does not explicitly teach matching the counter offer to one of the plurality of 
hierarchical offers to create a zero sum offer; and closing the zero-sum offer. However. 
Taylor et al. teaches matching the counter offer to one of the plurality of hierarchical 
offers to create a zero sum offer; and closing the zero-sum offer (title: multiple levels is 
hierarchical; col 71, L 25-31; col 78. L 26-35 (hierarchical); col 102. L 15-35: 
hierarchical is multi-modal). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to use this limitation for the advantage of efficiency^b 
44. (New) The method of claim 43, wherein: 

each of the plurality of atomic offers include an atomic offer description and an atomic 
offer price;/ col 3. L 1-14; col 9, L 55-66; col 7, L 34-65: description as document 
service 
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each first-level offer includes: a first-level fee,/ broker process: abstract; fig 4b- BBB; 
col 3. L 1-14; col 9, L 55 -66 

a first-level description based on each of the included atomic offer descriptions,/ col 10, 
L 36-61; col 3, L 6-10(information as description) 

a first-level price based on the first-level fee and each of the included atomic offer 

prices;/ abstract; col 10, L 36-61 

each second-level offer includes: 

a second-level fee./ fig 4b- BBB; col 10. L 36-61 

a second-level description based on the first-level description and each of the included 
atomic offer descriptions, and a second-level price based on the second-level fee. the 
first-level price, and each of the included atomic offer prices;/ fig 4b- BBB; col 7. L 1-15. 
56-65; col 10. L 36-61; col 4, L 7-18 

the counter offer includes a counter offer description and a counter offer price; and/col 
7. L 33-44 

said matching the counter offer includes comparing the counter offer description and 
price to each first-level and second-level description and price, respectively, to 
detennine a match./col 7. L 3-65. 33-65 (mix levels); col 10, L 36-61 ; fig 2 
45. (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the zero-sum offer includes an atomic offer 
corresponding to each of the atomic offers included within the first-level and second- 
level offers. However. Taylor et al. discloses the zero-sum offer includes an atomic 
offer corresponding to each of the atomic offers included within the first-level 
and second-level offers / title: multiple levels is hierarchical; col 71 . L 25-31 ; col 102. L 
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15-35: hierarchical is multi-modal. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use this limitation for the advantage of efficiency by closing out transactions. 

46. (New) Huberman does not explicitly teach determining whether each atomic offer 
included within the zero-sum offer is expired, invalid or unavailable; and if so 
detennined, not closing the zero-sum offer. However, Taylor et al. teaches determining 
whether each atomic offer included within the zero-sum offer is expired, invalid or 
unavailable; and if so determined, not closing the zero-sum offer/ title: multiple levels is 
hierarchical; col 71 , L 25-31 ; col 102, L 15-35: hierarchical is multi-modal. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this limitation for the advantage of 
efficiency by closing out transactions. 

47. (New) Huberman does not explicitly teach closing the zero-sum offer includes 
closing each atomic offer included within corresponding first-level and second-level 
offers. However, Taylor et al. teaches closing the zero-sum offer includes closing each 
atomic offer included within corresponding first-level and second-level offers (title: 
multiple levels is hierarchical; col 71, L 25-31; col 102, L 15-35: hierarchical is multi- 
modal). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this 
limitation for the advantage of efficiency by closing out transactions. 

48. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein said closing each atomic offer includes: 
sending a payment based on the atomic offer price from the consumer to the supplier 
associated with the atomic offer; and/col 14, L 31-46 

at least one of: 

shipping a product associated with the atomic offer to the consumer, and 
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providing a service associated with the atomic offer to the consumer./col 5, L 23-32 

49. (New) A computer readable medium including instructions adapted to be executed 
by a processor to perform a method for transacting multi-party electronic commerce 
over a network, the method comprising: 

creating a plurality of atomic offers associated with a plurality of suppliers; 
creating a plurality of hierarchical offers based on the plurality of atomic offers, the 
plurality of hierarchical offers including: 

at least one first-level offer including at least one of the plurality of atomic offers,/ 
and 

at least one second-level offer including the first-level offer and at least one of the 

plurality of atomic offers not included within the first-level offer; / 

creating at least one counter offer associated with a consumer;/ 

storing the plurality of atomic offers, the plurality of hierarchical offers and the counter 

offer in a memory;/ 

matching the counter offer to one of the plurality of hierarchical offers to create a zero 
sum offer; and/ 

closing the zero-sum offer./ refer all the above to claim 43 

50. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 49, wherein: 

each of the plurality of atomic offers include an atomic offer description and an atomic 
offer price; 

each first-level offer includes: a first-level fee, 

a first-level description based on each of the included atomic offer descriptions. 
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and 

a first-level price based on the first-level fee and each of the included atomic offer 
prices; 

each second-level offer includes: 
a second-level fee./ 

a second-level description based on the first-level description and each of the included 
atomic offer descriptions, and 

a second-level price based on the second-level fee. the first-level price, and each of the 
included atomic offer prices;./ 

the counter offer includes a counter offer description and a counter offer price; and/ 
said matching the counter offer includes comparing the counter offer description and 
price to each first-level and second-level description and price, respectively, to 
determine a match./ all the above refer to claim 44 

51 . (New) The computer readable medium of claim 50, wherein the zero-sum offer 
includes an atomic offer corresponding to each of the atomic offers included within the 
first level and second-level offers./ refer to claim 45 

52. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 51 , further comprising: 
detemriining whether each atomic offer included within the zero-sum offer is expired, 
invalid or unavailable; and 

if so detemriined, not closing the zero-sum offer./ refer to claim 46 

53. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 51 , wherein said closing the zero 
sum offer includes closing each 
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atomic offer included within corresponding first-level and second-level offers./ refer co 
claim 47 

54. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein said closing each 
atomic offer includes: 

sending a payment based on the atomic offer price from the consumer to the supplier 
associated with the atomic offer; and 
at least one of: 

shipping a product associated with the atomic offer to the consumer, and providing a 
service associated with the atomic offer to the consumer./ refer to claim 48 

55. (New) A system for transacting multi-party electronic commerce over a network, 
comprising: 

an offer processing server, having a memory and coupled to a network, adapted to: 
create a plurality of atomic offers associated with a plurality of suppliers, 
create a plurality of hierarchical offers based on the plurality of atomic offers, the 
plurality of hierarchical offers including: 

at least one first-level offer including at least one of the plurality of atomic offers, and 

at least one second-level offer including the first-level offer and at least one of the 

plurality of atomic offers not included within the first level offer, 

create at least one counte^^ ^ 

store the plurality of atomic offers, the plurality of hierarchical offers and the counter 

offer in the memory, 

match the counter offer to one of the plurality of hierarchical offers to create a zero-sum 
offer, and 
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close the zero-sum offer; 

a payment server, coupled to the network, to exchange payments between the 
consumer and the plurality of suppliers; and 

a fulfillment server, coupled to the network, to exchange messages associated with the 
zero-sum offer between the consumer and the plurality of suppliers./ refer to claim 49 
56. (New) The system of claim 55, wherein: 

each of the plurality of atomic offers include an atomic offer description and an atomic 
offer price; 

each first-level offer includes: a first-level fee./ 

a first-level description based on each of the included atomic offer descriptions, 
and 

a first-level price based on the first-level fee and each of the included atomic offer 
prices; 

each second-level offer includes: 
a second-level fee,/ 

a second-level description based on the first-level description and each of the included 
atomic offer descriptions, and 

a second-level price based on the second-level fee, the first-level price, and each of the 
included atomic offer prices; / 

the counter offer includes a counter offer description and a counter offer price; and 
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said match the counter offer includes to compare the counter offer description and price 
to each first-level and second-level description and price, respectively, to determine a 
match./ refer to claim 50 

57. (New) The system of claim 56, wherein the zero-sum offer includes an atomic 
offer corresponding to each of the atomic offers included within the first-level and 
second-level offers./ refer to claim 51 

58. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the offer processing server is further 
adapted to: 

determine whether each atomic offer included within the zero-sum offer is expired, 
invalid or unavailable; and 

if so determined, not close the zero-sum offer./ refer to claim 52 

59. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein said close the zero-sum offer includes to 
close each atomic offer included within corresponding first-level and second-level 
offers./ refer to claim 53 

60. (New) The system of claim 59, wherein said close each atomic offer includes to: 
send a payment based on the atomic offer price from the consumer to the supplier 
associated with the atomic offer; and 

at least one of: 

ship a product associated with the atomic offer to the consumer, and provide a service 

associated with the atomic offer to the consumer./ refer claim 48 

Art cited in Notice of References Cited is deemed very pertinent to Applicant's 

claims. 
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This action is NON-FINAL. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
telephone number Is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 3624 is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 
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